	
	
	



PhD program responses to time-to-degree (TTD) questions
Template
Due: December 4, 2026 to your dean or vice chancellor

Name of program: _____________________________________________________________

To access the “Graduate Time to Degree and Completion Rates” dashboard, click here or login to the BI portal and search for that title. Use the fields on the left to narrow your focus to “research doctorate” and then use the other fields to view your program’s data.

1. Over the last five years, what is the median TTD in your program?
1a. Has it changed significantly over that time? If so, why? 
1b. Is there a significant difference between elapsed and active quarters? If so, why?
For applicable data, view on Tab 1: Qtrs to Completed Degree

2. Over the last five years, where is most students' time spent, pre- or post-candidacy?
2a. What experiences influence the number of quarters where students spend most of their time in the program, pre- or post-candidacy? For instance, if there is a difference between elapsed and active quarters, could that be a factor influencing the number of quarters students spend post-candidacy?
2b. How does your program’s median time to candidacy compare with your program's guidelines as stated in your graduate handbook? If there is a difference, what are the most common reasons for the delay?
For applicable data, view on Tab 3: Qtrs to Candidacy, and Tab 4: Qtrs to Degree

3. Over the last five years, have there been differences in median time to degree by student cohorts?
3a. By gender
3b. By residency
3c. By URM status
For applicable data, view on Tab 1: Qtrs to Completed Degree; use the "group breakdown" dropdown menu on the right to find gender, residency and URM status
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